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Staff News

Milton Brown, our Gap Student from
New Zealand, comes to the end of his
year in December. Milton will be
missed by all, particularly when the
boys resume their foothall activities. In
January he will be replaced by Francis
Morgan from Australia. Suzanne Watt
has joined our administrative team and
will man the reception at White Lodge.
Suzi Abensur has moved to her new
role as Ballet Administrator. Georgy
Armitage will be teaching geography
until July 2009.

\

ory Armitage

Charity

Our Poppy Day collection raised
£101.40 for The Royal British Legion
and our Carol Service collection raised
over £300.00 for the Teenage Cancer
Trust. The latter was chosen because
of their tremendous support of George
Grant, a former White Lodge and
Upper School student, who was
diagnosed with a brain tumour at
eighteen. George is in recovery and is
currently studying Sports Science and
Maths at University.

The Royal Ballet School Policies

Please note that key policies can now
be viewed on our website,
www.royalballetschool.co.uk. You do
have some of these in this year's
handbook, but the latest version will
always be found on the website.
There will be an email to all parents at
the start of term listing the policies and
information available to parents. We
will also attach the latest Child

Protection policy. If you are unable to
access these and require a copy of a
particular policy or you are unable to
receive emails please contact the
administration staff.

Satisfaction questionnaires

Please find enclosed a questionnaire
for you to complete and return next
term. This may be completed
anonymously if you prefer. Your
responses will help us with our forward
planning and preparation. All the
White Lodge Students completed a
similar questionnaire this week.

Jens Middendorf

PTA

We offer our thanks to Peg Hale
(Kevin Yr 11) and her committed team
for their continued support of the
school. The Christmas raffle was very
successful and sensitively handled in
the church. We all were stunned by
Karen Heron's (Genna Yr 9) and
Lorraine Middlebrook's (Sophie Yr 8)
elegant and sophisticated church
decorations. They reflected the
themes and symbols used in the
service so effectively. The Christmas
disco was, once again, a memorable
occasion that couldn’t happen without
PTA planning and man-power, we all
thoroughly enjoyed it. This year we
surprised the students by inviting
Lauren Cuthbertson (ex White Lodge)
and Federico Bonelli, both soloists
from The Royal Ballet Company. They
signed autographs, danced
enthusiastically and demonstrated the
perfect lift.

Lauren Cuthbertson & Federico Bonelli

Boarding

As | write, it's snowing outside and
there is a feeling of déja vu. Trying to
put aside the thought that we've ‘done’
snow for this year, it's easier to see it
as an added feature of the Nutcracker
run that started two weeks ago. The
logistics involved have added to an
already packed term and it's hard to
credit that another term has passed.

The students have enjoyed several
outings, including three cinema trips,
two theatre trips, the ever-popular
bowling and swimming and some extra
shopping expeditions. We are always
conscious that we are limited by our
transport facilities and we are looking
to improve things for the future so that
we can offer more places on these
weekend outings and events. To
overcome the transport difficulties, we
have developed a number of ‘in-house’
activities that have proved to be a
great success. These have included
‘Guitar Hero’ competitions, Christmas
Pudding making and Bin Bag Fashion
Challenges.

We would like to thank the PTA for
enabling us to purchase more games
consoles for common-rooms and also
to mount, frame and hang several
ROH posters to display in boarding
areas.

We have been able to complete a
round of PAT testing and we expect to
do this again in the Summer Term. In
the meantime, we ask that students
bringing in any new, un-tested devices
after the Christmas break get them
tested and approved by House Staff in
the first week of term.
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I'd like to take this opportunity to
respectfully remind all parents and
guardians that access to dorm areas is
not allowed unless permission has
been given by a member of House
Staff or the School Nurse. Sundays
before the first day of a term are an
exception, as well as ‘collection’ days
at the end of term, but please always



check with a member of House Staff
first if possible.

If you are a parent of a student in
years 7, 8 or 9, I'm sure | will see you
at some point, be it at a stage door, a
park gate or at White Lodge over the
next three weeks and we sincerely
hope that you get a break and a rest
with your children in-between.

Abigail Martin, Matthew Ball

Ballet

Since the last Bulletin we have
continued to be very active in the
Ballet Department and | have pleasure
in reporting a 100% pass rate in the
RAD Advanced | examinations taken
by Yr 11s during October. The girls
attained 8 Distinctions and 1 Merit and
the boys 8 Distinctions and 3 Merits.
Well done to all. Yr 11 audition
photographs have been taken and
application forms are ready to be
mailed to various other national and
international schools.

Almost immediately after the break we
focused on casting for ‘Nutcracker’
and as early as 2 November we were
engaged in costume fittings and
rehearsals. | was successful in my
request to the Royal Ballet in securing
tickets for all Nutcracker Parents and
also Yr 10 and Yr 11 students who
watched the Pre-General rehearsal on
26 November. This was also the
Opening Night and our students truly
excelled. Sir Peter Wright, who sat
directly behind me, said that it was ‘the
best first night ever!’” By the time of
writing we have already delivered 10
performances and will have another 8
shows during the Christmas break.
My grateful thanks to all parents,
house staff and chaperones — and of
course the wonderful ballet staff for
bringing this work so successfully to
the boards.

On 4 November the Yr 11 girls danced
at an ‘Insight’ performance for the
Partnership and Access programme
and | was proud to conduct a classical
class showing ‘what we do’ at the
School. On 6 November we hosted
the Cecchetti Centre Teachers at
White Lodge and they observed
classes and toured the Museum.
Matthew Hawkins, past White Lodger
and guest teacher, presented a
workshop as part of the AS Dance
Studies and his feed-back was most
positive  regarding the students’
interaction with him and the subject.

Other visitors this half term included
Lady Douro, Chair of the Board of
Governors and Diana Johnson, Under-
secretary of State for Schools.

Enjoying the Christmas Disco

Perhaps one of the most memorable
days for me since | have been
associated with the Royal Ballet
School, was the  stone-laying
ceremony to commemorate the
founders of The Royal Ballet and
Royal Ballet School at Westminster
Abbey on 17 November. There could
not have been a more fitting tribute to
Ninette De Valois, Frederick Ashton,
Margot Fonteyn and  Constant
Lambert. The White Lodge Choir sang
and a few of our Yr 8s danced a short
work choreographed by Liam Scarlett.
Members of the Royal Ballet and
Birmingham Royal Ballet performed
and the readings by the Dean, Dame
Monica Mason and David Bintley,
were particularly moving.

Year 11 Boys

On 24 November Yr 10s performed at
the in-house Solos Evening for the first
time and it was a pleasure to see how
the Yr 11s had developed and become
more comfortable with the stage and
confident as solo artists.

On 4 December the Royal Ballet
fimed a new Blu Ray DVD of
‘Nutcracker’ at White Lodge and all
students were involved in one way or
another; either in the ‘Party Scene’ or
in the ‘Battle’; by being interviewed or
by singing carols around the
Christmas tree. On this occasion we
also celebrated Sir Peter’'s birthday
with a candle-lit birthday cake, a huge
signed card and a tumultuous ‘Happy
Birthday dear Sir Peter’ sung by the
whole school and accompanied by six
White Lodge pianists’ hands! He was
overwhelmed.

Sir Peter ‘s Birthday cake

The Kenneth MacMillan  Senior
Choreographic Competition on 10
December was another gratifying
event. Yr 10 and Yr 11 students
produced 10 interesting pieces which
were judged by Dame Monica Mason,
Director of the Royal Ballet, Sir Peter
Wright, choreographer extra-ordinaire
and Kenneth Tharpe, creative artist
and CEO of The Place. The interval
pieces showed a snippet of the
Nutcracker ‘Party’ dance, a charming
Russian Dance performed by Yr 9 girls
and the Yr 7s sang a festive carol.

The winners were:

John Mitchell Folder Prize — Kevin
Hale [Yr 11].

Mention was also made of Stephanie
Rae and Matthew Ball’s folder.

3" prize - Matthew Ball [Yr 11] for
‘Another Day at the Office’

2" prize - Kevin Hale [Yr 11] for
‘Random Collision’

1% prize - Naomi Seaton [Yr 10] for
‘Imprinted’

In the final week of term Misha Botting
presented Performance Psychology
workshops for the senior students and
Jane Burn presented Body
Conditioning classes.

After the break, with Nutcracker over,
we will focus on the Classical
Appraisals which will be danced in the
final week of half term.

The winners and Judge

Finally, we wish you all a very Happy
Christmas. Enjoy your precious family
time and Nutcracker families, thank
you for your commitment and support.

Pippa Hogg-Andrews
Simon Bushnell
Diane van Schoor



